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From the Desk of Bill Brown    

 

Be an Encourager 
 

“Therefore encourage one another and build one 
another up, just as you are doing.”  1 Thess 5:11 (ESV)  
  

    What better time 
to write a column 
on being an en-
courager, than 
a few weeks after 
being involved in 

two of the largest events on the FCF calendar.  
The International Plowing Match in Finch, ON 
in September and the largest event in the US, 
the Sunbelt Ag Expo, which took place the 
middle of October in Moultrie, GA.  Shows this 
large take lots of workers (volunteers) of which 
we had a couple of hundred, how easy it would 
be to say unkind words when the days drag 
on.   Instead, I heard lots of “thanks, can I help, 
sure appreciate what you’re doing” and most of 
all, “enjoyed working with you and when will 
we work together again.” 
      What a pleasure to work with members 
whose love for the Lord is evident and whose 
desire is that others come to know Christ and 
have the same daily experience of knowing 
Him as Savior.  It’s amazing what a smile on 
our face, a hug (what a shame we can’t hug 
everyone but try to hug only workers as per 
our abuse policy) and kind words can do.  
In Proverbs 16:24 we read “Gracious words 

are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the 
soul and health to the body.” (ESV)   
     We each need to be encouraged.   These 
are trying times we live in to say the least, but 
what a joy to know the Lord.  I want to thank 
each of you, from staff to board members and 
volunteers for keeping your eyes on the goal 
and your hands on the plough.   
         I end this with a couple of thoughts 
“encouraging one another, even more as 
you see the Day drawing near.”    Hebrews 
10:25a 
        May I suggest that we use encouraging 
words when speaking with others in the same 
way we speak to Christians, that they may ask 
the reason for our joy.   
        My prayer is that each of you will have a 
blessed holiday season, that you’ll take a few 
days off for rest and come back refreshed in 
2016 ready to serve. 
     Remember to give Him thanks in all things, 
                                                    Bill Brown 
____________________________________ 
 

Bill is a former dairy farmer. He and his wife Kathy 
live in Marcy, NY. Bill brought FCF to Canada in the 
year 2000. He serves with FCFI as an area leader 
for the northeastern US, and as an agent for FCFC.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
President’s Message, continued from page 2   

 

     James 2 says, loving one another is the ROYAL LAW and Paul says in 1 Corinthians that 
love NEVER FAILS. At a rib fest this summer one of our volunteers asked the vendor beside us if 
she had ever heard the story of the beads, her only response was “Your kind doesn’t like us.” He 
asked “How is that?”... “Because I’m a lesbian.”  With great kindness and gentleness he said to 
her “Did I say I didn’t like you?” She looked him hard and long in the face until finally tears started 
to well up in her eyes, and he asked her again “Would you like to hear the story of the beads?”... 
“Yes” was her reply.  Part way through the presentation she broke down and wept and he finished 
off by leading her in the sinner’s prayer. Later that day her co-worker came into our tent; all he 
said was, “You will never know the impact you had on my friend today” as he dropped $5.00 into 
our donation box. Love, [God] has the power and capacity to change one’s destiny for eternity. 

 3 



News from Quebec  
Gleaned from QC Fieldman Sylvain Couture’s report: 
 

 Four hundred volunteers coming from 80 churches have 
presented the gospel to 56,000 people in a period of 116 days at 30 
events. More than 5,500 New Testaments were given out. 
 New additions to our calendar of events this year were 
L’International Bromont, Beauce Agricultural Fair, Montmagny Provincial 
Exhibition, Jean Talon Market (Quebec City) and National Women’s 
Shows in Montreal and Quebec City.     

 

Some testimonies:  

 

 Last spring, while I was 
presenting the ministry at a church in St-
Georges de Beauce with the object of 
recruiting volunteers, a young couple in 
their early twenties came to our 
information table. They had broad smiles 
and told us they had been Christians for 
less than two years. After asking them if 
they had ever heard of FCF, they told us 
that we had shared the message with 
them at “Famille en forme” three years 
ago. They told me that this was the seed 
that began their journey to conversion. 

Hearing this was a real reward, 
joy and blessing, knowing well that each 
year we have hundreds of excellent 
contacts who don’t instantly give their life 
to God (some do) but like a seed, it is only 
a question of time before they become a 
child of God. It makes us believe that one 
day there will be a very abundant harvest 
on the day the Holy Spirit visits them (1 
Peter 2:12).  

 

In Montmagny a lady visited the booth and seemed quite receptive to the message but 
felt she could get to heaven only by her good works. After explaining the gospel using John 3:16 
and 1 John 5:13, our volunteer offered her a New Testament with the cover “God Loves the 
World”. She plucked it from his hands and read: “God Loves the World! Yes! I want to have that!” 
On leaving the booth, she was questioned about her faith by another volunteer who did not 
realize that she had already spoken with someone. He asked her a couple of questions: “If you 
were to die tonight – are you certain to go to heaven?” She responded, “I am 150% certain!”  
“Why should God let you into heaven?” She answered: “Because Jesus has done it all for me!” 

Simply by the presentation of the five colours, this woman understood that it was not 
because of her good works that she would go to heaven, but only because of the work of Jesus 
Christ on the cross. Without our knowing who, hundreds of people are touched like this, and God 
alone knows their hearts. Pray that God will water and cause these precious seeds to grow. 

 A young volunteer named Roxanne was 
with us to share the gospel for the first time. She 
was nervous, lacking assurance, and had 
difficulty expressing herself. When all others 
were busy in the booth, a visitor came and she 
had her first opportunity. 
 In the middle of the presentation she 
drew a blank and could not remember the rest of 
the story. The visitor tried to encourage her even 
if he didn’t know the significance of the five 
colours. He left with a smile and told her that she 
had done well. 
 Roxanne was somewhat discouraged, 
feeling that she had failed. But the visitor 
returned an hour later bringing six or seven 
others with him. He told them, “Listen to what 
these people have to tell you; it is very interesting 
and most important.” He stood behind the group 
and made sure they listened. 
 When they left the booth Roxanne was 
“floating on air” and had a big smile … and so did 
we. The Lord used this experience to reinforce 
her faith and encourage her to keep going. 
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South Central Ontario Chapter    by Wayne McConnachie 
– In honour of our Lord Jesus Christ – 
Summary of 2015 
     God has been good to us. What a great year we’re having in 2015 in South Central Ontario. 
The chapter has been very active sharing the gospel in the following communities this year: 
Toronto (2 events), Keswick (2 events), Sutton (2 events), Aurora, Alliston, Schomberg, Barrie, 
Elmvale (2 events), Midland, Collingwood & Orangeville. We believe that our participation in 
these communities is making a huge difference. 

     At the beginning of the year the chapter began making 
its sticks in Peterborough, but by the Spring we moved our 
efforts to Minesing. Since then, lots of new people have 
come out this year to do the physical work at Cliff & Dove 
Money’s place in Minesing. Many helpers have made it 
possible for us to do all our shows – we’ve handed out 
16,315 gifts to people thus far in 2015 (most of those 
walking sticks) and have set aside another 15,000 gifts 
needed for the upcoming Royal Winter Fair. 
     Many new faces have come out to share the gospel 
with our chapter this year – 96 first-time volunteers with 
FCF sharing the gospel – WOW! It’s been a real pleasure 
working with others in the Body of Christ. Many wonderful 

Gideons have teamed up with us to further the 
gospel, and we have made some inroads to 
working relationships with some churches. 
     To close out our year, we will finish with the 
Royal Agricultural Winter Fair in Toronto – just 
days ahead, where we’re expecting to share with 
thousands more alongside our other FCF 
colleagues. The chapter will then have its Annual 
General Meeting in December. Throughout the 
winter you will find the chapter preparing for the 
2016 year. We look forward to be doing even more 
outreaches as we target new communities to 
spread God’s love to a world in need. I’m 
encouraged with how the Lord has been able to 

use us 
all to fulfill His plan and purpose. 
     Finally, I would like to extend a sincere thank you to 
all those precious volunteers making our sticks and 
supplies which make our events possible; and a big 
thank you to all the volunteers who pray for us, support 
us, and work our events. 
     To God be the glory! 
      Blessed be His glorious name forever; and may 
the whole earth be filled with His glory.  

                                              Amen and amen   

 Jared Armstrong on the drill press   . 

 Frank Hayhoe in Midland – Canada Day  .   

 Cliff Money, Keswick street festival  .   
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Red Deer Chapter, Alberta          Donna Hegge     

 

“Now thanks be unto God, which always causes us to triumph in Christ, and 
make manifest the savor of his knowledge by us in every place.” (2 Cor. 2:14) 

 

Our Red Deer Chapter has been 
greatly encouraged this past summer! Instead 
of focusing primarily on the Red Deer Market, 
we extended our outreach to the Tractor Pull in 
Lacombe and the Bentley Centennial 
Celebration. This proved to be just the thing 
we needed to do to promote the ministry of the 
Fellowship of Christian Farmers in the outlying 
farming communities. It was also wonderful to 
have Christians in these areas join us in 
evangelism. 

There are countless stories that one 
could tell as we share the Gospel with so 
many! I’ll just share a couple of incidents that 
really stand out in my mind. In Bentley, a 
woman came into the tent & listened ever so 
intently to the presentation. She looked so 
happy as we said good-bye. Then, the very 
next day she pulled up in front of the tent and 
brought two friends with her. She said: “Please 
tell them the story that you shared with me 
yesterday”! Wow!! Another amazing incident 
was at our last Red Deer Market of the 
season. A young woman was very interested 
in all we had to show and tell. She told me that 
she was visiting Alberta & that her family ran a 
farm in Owen Sound, Ontario. When very 
young (4 or 5 yrs. old) she remembered 
attending a Ploughing Match with her family & 

visited the booth of FCF. She felt that it was a 
‘divine appointment’ to run into us, after all 
these years, on the other side of Canada! She 
was delighted to hear the story and happily left 
with a Gospel of John & a necklace with a red 
cross! 

Once again we had the joy of having 
East meet West! Mélanie Maltais visited us 
from Quebec and was a great blessing at the 
Bentley Centennial in August. Then in Sept. 
we were visited one Sunday by Jacques and 
Jeanne Boulianne, along with their daughter 
Marianne. What an enjoyable time of 
fellowship we had! 

Now we are looking forward to Agri-
trade (11 to 14 Nov.). For the first time I can 
happily say that we have sufficient help! A 
good many who are coming to strengthen our 
team are those whom we met and received 
support from during the summer! What a great 
joy it is to work together with others who love 
the Lord Jesus and are passionate about 
reaching the lost for His glorious, eternal 
Kingdom! The days are growing so dark! How 
much time do we yet have to sow these 
precious seeds of Truth?! Let’s go forward 
boldly, taking advantage of every open door 
that we are given! 

Donna and Mélanie 

Our team at the Bentley Centennial 
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Niagara Chapter    Bob & Kelly Foster    

 

 We are sincerely grateful to the Lord 
as we continue to enjoy the freedom of sharing 
the gospel message under the umbrella of 
the FCFC. Once again we praise the Lord for 
His faithfulness to hear and answer our 
continued prayers to work in the lives of those 
we witness to, that their hearts might be ready 
to receive Jesus! 
 One of our chapter members, Ken, 
told of two friends who came for a walking stick 
at the Ridgeway festival.  The one woman was 
saved, her friend was not.  After hearing the 
gospel message, the unsaved women 
responded in faith, praying to receive Jesus as 
her Lord and Saviour! When Ken looked up 
after praying, the other friend was crying.  She 
explained her tears of joy as she had been 
praying for her friend’s salvation for many 
years! 
 A similar testimony was realized at 
the Welland County Fair.  Kevin had shared 
the gospel message to a teen that had been 
helping his praying mother, who was a vendor 
there.  This Christian Mom witnessed her son’s 
salvation that day…but not only her one 
son!  The following day Jason brought his 
brother and father to hear the gospel message 
and they too prayed!   
  Paul said in Acts 26:18 that he was 
called "to open their eyes so that they may turn 
from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among 
them which are sanctified by faith that is in Me." 
  And so we pray that God will open 
eyes and people will turn from darkness to the 

light…Jesus is that Light!  We pray that many 
will receive forgiveness of sins and an 
inheritance among the saints through God’s 
gift of faith which is found in and through Christ 
alone…For He Is the Way, the Truth and the 
Life, and no one can come to the Father, but 
by Him!  (John 14:6) 
  And then we “Go” and “preach the 
gospel to everyone” that God brings our 
way!  (Mark 16:15) 
  Our walking stick is a reminder that we 
are to walk by faith.  By faith, we can have 
confidence in Him to do according to His will, 
as we speak the Truth of the gospel message, 
knowing this that “Faith Comes By Hearing, 
Hearing by the Word of God!” (Romans 10:17) 
  We thank God as we witnessed people 
whose eyes were opened to receive 
forgiveness of their sins and a new life in Christ 
this summer.  We continue to pray that they will 
grow in Jesus and His Word, “being confident of 
this very thing, that He who has begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ!” (Philippians 1:6) 

 

From Life to Life 
We’re sad to hear of the passing of Blake McDonald, 
Nov 14, who made walking sticks and shared the  
gospel with the Grand Lake Chapter in NB. Blake 
dedicated his life to serving his God, family, church  
and community. We extend our sympathies to  
his dear wife of 62 years, Nancy, and all the family. 

Calendar of Events   
 

Mar 2-8, 2016, Western Fair Farm show, London, ON 
            Bert Visscher, 519-808-5340 
Mar 8-10, 2016, Ottawa Valley Farm Show, Ottawa, ON 
            Wayne Clark, 819-242-7067 
Apr 15-17, 2016 AGM & Spring Conference, Dalkeith, ON 
            FCFC office, 819-242-8063 
 

Ken Pridham & Kathy Washburn 
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International Plowing Match (IPM), Finch, ON   

 
 

Our decorations reflected the IPM theme: 
“Link to the Past, Look to the Future” 
 

 Our sign reads: 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.  Hebrews 13:8  

 
5,500 people heard the gospel.
Over 75 volunteers worked at the event 
and, as always, there were many more 
supporters behind the scenes: recruiting, 
scheduling, preparing materials, praying, and 
contributing financially. 
 

     Those who worked in the tent expressed what a joy it was to share their 
faith.  Verona, one of our long-time volunteers, spoke with a young woman 
who had been involved in the New Age movement. After hearing the gospel 
message, she began to cry. She said, “This is what I have been looking for. 
Now I know the truth!” She prayed to accept Christ. 
 
Johanne said: ”I have a word of praise and thanks. I 
have been helping out at the training sessions. It’s 
wonderful to see the transformation - I see volunteers 
come for training, a little nervous, then I see them at 
the show sharing the gospel with people. I love to see 
their faces at the end of the day – they are full - they 

          are glowing!”  
 
René said: “Let me share through a rookie’s eyes. I recruited at church and 
got no response. I felt discouraged, then I saw the vets in the field, they 
weren’t worried. They said God will send the workers. And He did! People 
came to the tent, people with concerns like me and I got to share with them. A 
woman came and said, “Can I get sticks for my co-workers? They’re working 
and can’t leave our tent.” My shift had just finished, so I took some sticks and 
went to the RCMP tent. I thanked them for the security they bring to the 
grounds and said, “You can’t come to us but we can come to you.” I presented 
the gospel to all four officers, and they accepted Christ that day! 

Verona 
Johanne 

René 
12 

This family stopped to hear the message 
& the girls were happy to receive crowns 
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Help the Sheep Find “The Way”      
Wayne Clark, Executive Director 
 

     Each year we have been able to say that this is the best year yet: more 
people volunteering, new chapters, and most of all, more people reached for 
Jesus, people who are “harassed and helpless”, lost sheep without a 
shepherd  (Matthew 9:36). It has been our privilege to point them to the real 
shepherd – the Good Shepherd. 
      I could provide a variety of statistics and illustrations of what the hand of 
God has enabled FCF to do. However, instead, I would like to look at what can be done in 2016 and 
beyond. I am confident that we will be able to touch more communities and thereby more people. 
     We need to be open and ready to take on the tasks wherever God leads. There are many areas 
of our country where the FCF banner is not unfurled. The provinces of Saskatchewan and 
Newfoundland had no FCF presence this year. There is room for growth and new chapters in most 
of the other provinces. People with vision are needed as fieldmen in all of these regions. 
     The occult, evil social pressures, and materialism are all out there drawing people down the wide 
road. The FCF booth, in many cases, is the only Christian witness at public events, pointing people 
to the Saviour.  
     We ask you to pray, volunteer, and if the Lord enables, help carry the financial load. Christian 
brothers and sisters like you enable the work to continue. Thank-you! 
     The doors are still open. Will you partner with us? 
 “How shall they hear unless someone tells them?” Romans 10:14 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

“You Have the Right to Know”    René Déziel  (Continued from page 1)  
This Fellowship allows us to present the gospel 
to hundreds and thousands of people in a 
setting and approach that I never would have 
imagined … a Woodstock festival adapted to 
spiritual needs of Quebec. 
 Let’s realize that the festivals and fairs 
are not organized by us, and others pay the 
costs of running the event. The Lord in His 
sovereignty and grace allows us to join in and 
have the opportunity to work. I really appreciate 
those who laid the foundation for this work. 
 I have a heart for evangelism in my 
community, my region, and throughout Quebec. 
In spite of the complexity of geography, 
religions, politics, and search for identity, all 
have the right to hear this message. 
 Sometimes it happens that I miss a 
divine appointment and realize it later. How I 
regret it when this happens! It helps me 
appreciate the rendezvous that I do not miss, 
being the numerous exceptional occasions as 

happens with FCF. I am learning and I will 
always continue to learn. 
 The words of Romans 10:14 keep 
coming to me: “How will they believe if they 
don’t hear the message?” Learn to sow like the 
sower in Mark 4:14-20. Sow everywhere, and 
keep our eyes on the fruits of the ministry and 
not on the seed which at times seems to be 
producing nothing. 
 Statistics remind me of the necessity 
and urgency to seed. This summer, I attended a 
baptism where FCF played a role in this man’s 
coming to salvation. On another occasion, a 
couple, on hearing the message for the fourth 
time suddenly had the lights come on. 
 And for all the volunteers who send out 
the call, what a joy it is to witness the divine 
appointments which they experience with 
visitors and with God and His message. 
 Lord, this is my prayer: Lord, that all the 
open doors remain open. Open other doors. 
“They have the right to know!”    

14 
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